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Abstract
Translation of literary texts requires adherence to a set of scientific rules and
standards. Adherence to these standards helps the translator to achieve a
reliable translation by presenting words and phrases in the most appropriate
form. In this regard, many theorists have studied various translation methods
to improve and enhance their quality. One of the theories proposed in this
field is Gideon Touré's theory, which, while challenging the origin-oriented
approach to translation, presented a destination-oriented model including the
three initial, preliminary, and operational norms, and took an important step
towards standardizing translation. In his discussion of the translation
process, Touré refers to three main standards: initial, operational, and
introductory, and considers them to be the source of balance in translation.
In this study, with a descriptive-analytical approach and reference to library
sources, parts of the Persian translation of the novel "The Thief and the
Club" by Najib Mahfouz, by Bahman Razani, have been criticized and
examined based on Gideon Touré's theory of norms. The findings from the
study of the translation of the novel showed that in terms of the initial norm,
the translator presents the Persian translation of the mentioned novel by
utilizing and basing it on the target language norms in such a way that the
function and acceptance of the translated text in the cultural and linguistic
context of the target audience is more important. In terms of operational
norms, in addition to the commitment to using structural norms including:
adding or deleting words and phrases and footnotes, the translator has also
used linguistic norms including: finding equivalents and stylistic features,
and overall has been successful in conveying the content smoothly. It can be
said that the qualitative assessment of Razani's Persian translation is
accepted in the target culture and in most cases complies with the three Tori
criteria and has few errors. Also, the format of adherence to the target text
and operational criteria of the type of increase have had the greatest impact
on the translator's translation.
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Introduction

Many theorists have addressed translation methods and strategies for
increasing and improving their quality. One of the theories put forward in
this regard is that of Gideon Tory, a professor of comparative literature and
translation studies at Tel Aviv University. Within the framework of multi-
system theory, he proposed criteria that can greatly reduce the difficulty of
translating literary texts. In his discussion of the translation process, Tory
refers to three main standards: primary, operational, and introductory, and
considers them to be a source of balance in translation. Gideon Touré's
multisystem theory is based on three main criteria: primary criteria that
define the translator's fundamental choices; introductory criteria that focus
on translation policy and text selection; and operational criteria that
encompass linguistic and textual procedures. From these criteria, two main
laws are developed: the law of incremental standardization/normification,
which refers to the disruption of the structure of the source text to adapt to
the target culture; and the law of interference, which shows how features of
the source text are transferred to the translated text. This theory helps
translators understand the broader context in which they work and improve
the quality of their translations. The ultimate goal of Gideon Toury’s theory
is to establish a hierarchy of interrelated factors (constraints) that determine
and govern the translation product. In this study, while examining the
Persian translation of Naguib Mahfouz’s novel “The Thief and the Club” by
Bahman Razani, the extent to which Toury’s theory functions in the
qualitative evaluation of the Persian translation of the novel, the effect of the
text’s position in the multiple literary system of the source culture on the
translator’s attitude, and the quality of the work selection and overall
translation strategy in a multiple system are examined. The present study
seeks to answer the following questions:

1. To what extent does Bahman Razani’s translation of the novel The Thief
and the Clubs conform to the criteria and components of Tori’s model of
three norms of translation?

2. Considering the components of Tori’s theory of norms, which criteria are
more prominent in the translator’s translation?

3. Is Bahman Razani’s translation of the novel The Thief and the Clubs more
origin-oriented or destination-oriented?

4. To what extent has Bahman Razani been successful in his Persian
translation of Najib Mahfouz’s novel The Thief and the Clubs?

Research Method
In this study, with a descriptive-analytical approach and reference to library
sources, parts of the Persian translation of the novel "The Thief and the



Club" by Naguib Mahfouz, by Bahman Razani, have been criticized and
examined, relying on Gideon Touré's theory of norms.

Conclusion

In addition to the transfer of content and concepts, cultural considerations
and the subtleties of literary expression are very important aspects of
translating literary texts, especially novels. Translators should also consider
these issues for accuracy and reliability, and it is better to include literary
language in the translation process. This is exactly the important point that
can be deduced from Gideon Touré's normative model. By studying selected
examples of Razani's translation of Naguib Mahfouz's "The Thief and the
Club", according to Touré's translation norms, it was found that the
translator was more oriented towards the target language and was audience-
oriented. And the Persian-speaking audience has not been forgotten; to the
extent that by examining the examples presented, we see that the translator
has presented an acceptable translation in the target language in accordance
with the "initial norm", and only occasionally errors are seen in it. Based on
the "introductory norm", the policy of translating the novel has been carried
out based on the cultural affinity of Iran and the Arab world, as well as the
need for Persian speakers to be familiar with prominent works of Arab
literature. Regarding the "operational norm", the translator, while observing
structural and linguistic standards, has considered elements such as the
addition and deletion of words and phrases, sentence structure, footnotes,
and stylistic features in his translation. However, regarding the degree of
visibility of the three criteria in the translator's translation, it should be noted
that the primary criteria, in the form of adherence to the target text and
operational criteria of the augmentation type, have had the greatest impact.
In the area of primary norms, the translator has in most cases found the
example and translated it based on the primary grammar and giving priority
to the grammar of the target text, and has provided a relatively acceptable
and appropriate translation. In the section on procedural norms and their
types, the translator has reflected each of the elements related to this
standard, such as deletion, transposition, addition, footnote, and text cutting,
based on Tori's theory in his translation. However, in some examples related
to deletion, he has not acted according to Tori's theory and has made
inappropriate deletions. In the context of the textual language rule, the
translator has changed the structure and dominant style of the target
language verbs and has committed an error. In the introductory grammar
section, the translator has successfully adhered to these rules and explained
them in the translation of the examples mentioned, and has been able to
highlight them in a desirable manner in her translation.
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